
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1890] Contributed Notes. 309 

light. To him the facts referred to are a proof of the divine Wisdom which 
presided over the formation of the Bible. He sees that the purpose of inspira- 
tion is more fully attained by the presence of this human factor. As a plain 
book for plain men, a book not to be worshipped but to be used, a book not to 
satisfy the pedantic requirements of scholars but to make needy souls wise 
unto salvation, a book for all ages and conditions of men, the Bible is rendered 
the perfect means of grace which it is by the presentation of its supernatural 
contents in this human form. 
Bangor 7 ' heo. Seminary. 
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The Gathering of the Eagles : A Study of Luke 17 : 37, and Matt. 24 : 

28. Commentators have regarded this word of Jesus respecting the gathering 
together of the eagles as a dark saying. There is a great diversity of view as 
to what is meant by the " eagles " and by the " body." 

A careful attention to the admitted facts in the case may throw some light 
on the Saviour's use of this proverb. 

1. The discourse in Luke 17 : 22-37 was uttered on a different occasion 
from that of Matt. 24 : 4-28 and the succeeding context. Luke 21 : 8-36 is 
parallel with Matt. 24. 

2. There are some slight verbal differences in the proverb as reported by 
Matthew and by Luke. It is likely that Jesus used the same word on the two 
occasions, and the differences are due to the reporters. The grammatical 
sense is substantially the same. 

3. The connection in which the passage stands is also different — or appar- 
ently so — in the two discourses. In Matthew it occurs after a declaration 
which asserts that there need be no question as to the place where the Son of 
man is to be seen when he comes. ' ' If, therefore, they shall say to you, 
Behold, he is in the wilderness ; go not forth : Behold, he is in the inner cham- 
bers ; believe it not. For as the lightning cometh from the east, and is seen 
even unto the west ; so shall be the coming of the Son of man. Wheresoever 
the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together." In Luke the prov- 
erb occurs in response to a question by the disciples. Jesus, referring to the 
time of his coming, says : "In that night there shall be two men in one bed ; 
the one shall be taken and the other left. There shall be two women grinding 
together ; the one shall be taken and the other left. And they answering say 
unto him, Where, Lord ? And he said unto them, Where the body is, thither 
will the eagles also be gathered together." 

We have, then, the same proverb used on two different occasions, and 
apparently in two different connections. We must find an explanation of the 
proverb that will fit both. The natural meaning meets the requirement 
exactly. It is this : Events occur according to a natural order. There need 
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be no doubt as to their occurrence or as to their significance when they take 
place according to the "fitness of things." We are certain that where the 
carcase is, there will the eagle be. We know that where the eagles are gath- 
ered together there will the carcase be found. The one necessarily involves 
the other. 

We are, according to this meaning of the proverb, not to look for any hidden 
or mysterious reference to spiritual things in the "eagles" or the "body." 
Our concern is rather with the relation between the two. That relation is 
such that, when we know where one is, we will know where the other is. In 
Matthew's gospel Jesus means to assert in the use of this proverb that there 
need be no doubt as to the where of his parousia. Time, place, circum- 
stance, will fully accord with the event. When he comes, we will be as certain 
of it as we are certain that where a carcase is, there will the eagles be gath- 
ered together. 

In Luke's gospel, the question is also, Where ? The reference of that ques- 
tion of the disciples is somewhat uncertain. It may be general or particular. 
They may have intended to ask : Where will these separations take place ? 
How may one be certain that the events predicted are occurring ? Or they 
may have intended to ask : Where will those who are taken be taken to, and 
where will those who are left be left at ? 

Whatever the special reference of the question of the disciples may be, the 
meaning and application of the proverb are the same. If their question be 
general, then the connection is practically the same as that in Matthew, and 
Jesus' reply fully expressed would be : Do you ask where my parousia will be 
manifested, and where these separations will take place? You need not ask. 
There will be no doubt where they will take place. The place and the time 
will be manifest to all, just as the gathering together of the eagles unerringly 
indicates the place where the dead body lies. 

If, on the other hand, the question of the disciples be more particular ; if — 
as I am inclined to think — they mean to ask : Where will some be taken to, 
and where will others be left at? — the application is the same as before. Jesus 
says in effect : You need not ask. Are you ever in doubt as to the place where 
the eagles gather? You are certain they will be where the dead body is. So 
as to those who are taken, and as to those who are left. You will be certain 
about it. Every one in that day will be taken to or left at the place where he 
naturally belongs. Those who have no thought or care for the coming of the 
Son of man ; who are not watching, nor praying, nor waiting for him ; who 
are like the careless and unbelieving in the days of Noah and of Lot will be 
left in their appropriate place, the place of the dead, a prey for eagles. But 
those who watch and pray, who faint not and hold on to faith in my parousia 
will be taken to their place, the place for which they are fit, and which has 
been prepared for them. 

This view of the reference of the disciples' question harmonizes with the 
succeeding context, in which we have : 

i. The need of continued prayer up to the time of the parousia, in spite of 
all temptations to an unbelief which gives 'up in despair. 

2. The need of a profound humility, a child-like spirit if we could enter in- 
to the Kingdom of God and share the glories of the parousia. 

3. The need of the Christ-like spirit, which is willing to sacrifice all earthly 
things for eternal life. 

Those who continue to pray and faint not, who cry for mercy as the publican. 
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who give up all to follow Jesus, will be just as certain to have eternal life and 
share the blessings of the parousia, as it is certain that "Where the body is, 
thither will the eagles also be gathered together." 

Rev. E. C. Gordon. 
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Nero Redivivus: Rev. 17: 8-1 1. The Rev. William E. Barton, tries his 
hand on this difficult passage in the Bibliotheca Sacra for July. He belongs 
to the Praeterist School and while agreeing that the beast which was of the 
seven and is also of an eighth (17 : 11) is Nero and Domitian, confesses that no 
satisfactory scheme has been made out which reconciles this interpretation 
with the number of the Roman Emperors. His views may be summed up as 
follows: (1) It is more natural to begin the Emperors with Augustus than 
with Julius Caesar ; (2) this brings the book in the reign of Galba ; (3) Otho 
and Vitellius whose reigns were very brief are passed over ; (4) Vespasian and 
Titus are counted as one ; (5) the eighth is Domitian. The writer who is the 
seer, looking forward, beholds in the eighth a second Nero. The reference to 
the current superstition need not imply that John believed it ; still it was in a 
real sense true. As John the Baptist was Elijah, so was Domitian, Nero. 

Luke 1 : 74, 75. An interesting setting of these verses in the light of his- 
torical circumstances is given by Rev. John Reed in the Expository Times 
for September. He says ' ' Zacharias had his own idea of the blessings of the 
salvation, to be brought to Israel by the " Highest." As a Jew, he shared in 
the patriotic feelings and hopes of the time. He looked for national inde- 
pendence from the rule of the Romans, and the establishment of a kingdom of 
Israel, whose glory would eclipse that of any other kingdom. But as a priest, 
he had a yet dearer hope, of which national independence was only the con- 
dition which must precede its fulfilment. The worship of the Temple had 
often been disturbed by incursions of Roman soldiers. From the tower 
Antonia, which overlooked the Temple courts, a sleepless watch was kept upon 
the worshipers. On the slightest appearance of tumult, or suspicion of a plot, 
the soldiers dashed down among them. On one occasion, at least, the blood 
of the worshipers was mingled with their sacrifices. The lack of freedom to 
serve God in His holy house (the verb in 1 : 74 means to render religious ser- 
vice, cf . Matt. iv. 10 ; Acts viii. 7 ; Acts xxiv. 14 ; Rev. vii. 15) was an indignity 
hard to endure, and a constant cause of irritation. Never to be free from the 
fear of interruption ; never to be without consciousness of being watched by 
suspicious Gentile eyes, were the worst sorrow and most bitter grievance of 
the wise and godly priest. The national degradation had its most shameful 
indignity in that which touched him as a priest most closely. To him the 
coming salvation would have as its best blessing, and the sign of all others, 



